
Core Values 

At St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School we explore 17 core values over a three year rolling programme.  

In order to help the children learn about the British value of democracy, the children vote (using a black 
ballot box!) for the core value they would like to be in focus each term.  



Core value We shine when we… We aim to … 

Friendship are a good friend. 

Help the children to: 
 Think how they can build lasting friendships; 
 Consider how they can help their friends in times of need; 
 Recognise that although they sometimes fall out with their friends their words and actions can 

restore friendships; 
 Value their friendships by valuing people over possessions; 
 Recognise that Jesus is their friend. 

Generosity are generous. 

Help the children to understand that: 
 Generosity is best described as giving freely without limit or conditions; 
 We can be generous with our words, actions and time; 
 The way in which we give to others is very important. If we give grudgingly we will feel miserable 

and resentful. If we give cheerfully we will feel happy at seeing others blessed; 
 Generosity, once experienced and acknowledged by an individual, can in turn release a generous 

spirit towards others; 
 Generous acts can bring their own rewards in terms of friendship and happiness, while being 
    selfish can lead to isolation and rejection. 

Justice strive for justice. 

 Look at how charities seek to make life fairer for those who live in difficult circumstances; 
 Explore how in the context of the Bible justice is always seen in the context of love. It includes the 

call to take responsibility for one another, especially the poor and the repressed, and to see that 
no-one is excluded from the essentials of life; 

 Encourage the children to reflect on ways in which they can befriend others who are feeling left 
out, how they can help others who are not being treated fairly and forgive others who have done 
wrong. 

Peace 
live in peace 

with others. 

 Help children to appreciate quietness and take time for calm reflection; 
 Support the children in finding ways to solve their differences in constructive ways; 
 Develop children’s skills as peacemakers; 
 Help children to understand that peace, in the sense of total well-being, is God’s intention for the 

whole of creation, and is a promise that awaits ultimate fulfilment. 
 Introduce children to the concepts of ‘peace with God’ and ‘the peace of God’; 
 Look at issues of peace and justice locally and internationally. 

Thankfulness show gratitude. 

Help the children to: 
 Recognise that when they say ‘thank you’ they are acknowledging what someone else has done for 

them; 
 Consider how they show their gratitude to people who help them or are kind to them; 
 Recognise that God loves and cares for them in many different ways in all aspects of their lives. 

Their response to this provision should be one of thankfulness and praise; 
 Acknowledge that when they are facing difficult times it can be hard to be thankful.  
 They should remember God’s promise to be with them in every circumstance. 

Truthfulness tell the truth. 

Help the children to understand that: 
 It is important that we are truthful with small things so that people will trust us later with bigger, 

more important things. If you don’t tell the truth, people are not always sure of you and they 
cannot rely on you; 

 Telling the truth can sometimes be difficult, for example if we admit we have broken something we 
should own up and say it was us so that other people do not get into trouble; 

 Telling the truth may be awkward, for example if someone asks you whether something suits them 
and it does not. In this instance we could choose our words carefully so we tell the truth but don’t 
hurt the person’s feelings; 

 Telling the truth can also make you different from other people, for example you may pretend to 
follow the same football team or like the same music just to be like everyone else but this is not 
being truthful to your beliefs; 

 God knows that it is difficult to be truthful all the time, but if we ask Him through prayer He will 
help us. 

Each core value has its own set of aims which are explored in a weekly whole school assembly. Each term, 
certificates are sent home so that parents/carers can share when their child has exemplified our focus core 
value outside of school. These certificates are shared in our weekly core value assemblies. 


